
What a fantastic experience it is to travel 
with a Viva la Gente cast in México. For 
Cast B 2011, it has been the adventure of 
their lifetime!   
 
During this incredible 
tour, there was great 
diversity among the 
cities the cast visited. 
The numerous spon-
sors that supported 
the tour and the large 
territory the cast visit-
ed made this tour one 
of the best in many 
years.  
 
México is indeed a large country and this 
tour touched each region in it. The cast 
started their tour in the warm and humid 
Mayan world of Chetumal, where the cast 
was received with warm welcomes and 
great hospitality. They visited the out-
standing Bacalar La-
goon, also known as the 
Lagoon of the Seven 
Colors. From visiting a 
fort that protected the 
city from the Caribbean 
pirates, to a social ser-
vice day planting thou-
sands of trees,  
Chetumal was a city full 
of surprises.  
 
The next stop took the 
cast to Zapopan, a municipality which is 

part of the Guadalajara metropolitan  
area. A colonial jewel, this city is also 
known as the Western Pearl. While in 

Zapopan, the Viva la 
Gente cast assisted in a 
hands-on project.  A 
recent storm had dam-
aged the building of 
CIRIAC, a Cerebral Palsy 
center.  This unfortu-
nate occurrence al-
lowed a new center to 
be built that would 
assist 300 people with 
Cerebral Palsy, where 

the old center could only hold 100.  The 
cast rolled up their sleeves and aimed 
their hammers as they helped build a new 
facility.  The cast also travelled to some 
isolated areas to visit schools and per-
form free shows.  They presented their 
culture fair and exposed the students to 
music, language and ideas they never had 

heard before.   
 
From the Western Pearl the cast 
returned to central México to the 
industrial city of Toluca. A town 
with a long standing Viva la Gente 
history, Toluca provided VLG the 
largest crowd in México at a show 
with over 2,500 teenagers at the 
Gymnasium of Tec de Monterrey 
Campus.  
 
Leaving central México the cast di-

rected themselves to the coastal city of 

Los Mochis by the Gulf of Cortés. Famous 
for being a well-planned city with one of 
the main sugar factories in the continent, 
Los Mochis made us remember how 
loved Viva la Gente really is in México. 
The people of Los Mochis’ were some of 
the most welcoming in the whole coun-
try… half of the cast most likely gained 
some weight during this visit!!! 
 
Our trip continued to the state of Sinaloa, 
visiting the cosmopolitan Culiacán, capital 
of the province, and later on the famous 
beach resort city of Mazatlán where we 
had a fantastic experience. The Mexican 
tour ended in the small community of the 
state of Sonora called Empalme, twin city 
of Guaymas. Empalme/Guaymas offered 
plenty of experiences that only a small 
community can offer. 
 
From the South all the way to the wild 
and friendly Northwest, this Mexican tour 
proves how important and relevant our 
message is for México, how much people 
love Viva la Gente and how impactful our 
visits can be. 
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Members of Cast B 2011 at an international 
parade in Mazatlán.  

Xianglong Li (Lee) from Chi-
na with his friends during 
community service in Toluca.   

Cast B 2011 performing their show in Zapopan. 
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LETTER FROM CEO 
Dear UWP friends, 
 
Another year is coming to an end 
and 2011 was a great year at Up 
with People.  We have had two  
vibrant casts this year and have  
welcomed a lot of new faces to  our 
Up with People alumni base. 
 
We wanted to take a moment to say 
thank you to all of those individuals 
that made this past year so success-
ful. It is because of the generous 
support of the host families, parents, students, alumni, staff, 
sponsors and special friends of Up with People that we are able 
to look into the future with excitement.  
 
It has been our goal at Up with People to focus on making the 
organization financially stable. As we closed our books for fiscal 
year 2011 in the black for the second year in a row, we can now 
start looking towards the future.  With the financial help and 
commitment of many donors, we are becoming a strong and 
stable company.  We view those donations as investments 
made by you into our future. 
 
Like in any organization we want to treat our “investors “  with 
respect and ensure that they know where their money goes 

and how well it is managed . Your generous investments into 
Up with People make it possible to:  
 

Maintain diversity in the cast through the  scholarship pro-
gram 
Take our message of peace and hope into schools through 
our program “Vision for the World” 
Implement our new school of record partnership with Flori-
da Southern College 
Expand Camp Up with People 
Make preparations for Up with People’s 50th Anniversary 
celebration in 2015 

 
As everyone prepares to wrap up 2011, we look forward to see-
ing many of you in 2012 where a lot of exciting things await. 
We will be welcoming two new dynamic casts in January and 
July that will travel to new places and continue to make an im-
pact. In July, Camp Up with People will begin its second year, 
and Cast B 2012 will be eligible to earn college credits through 
our partnership with Florida Southern College.  We look for-
ward to the new year and the exciting challenges that await us 
all.  
 
Thank you again for your support of Up with People! We wish 
you and your family a very happy holiday season. 
 
Alain L Thiry (’75 C), UWP President & CEO 

+ = 

After a week in Tucson, Arizona, Cast B 2011 will board a 
plane in mid-November  and head for the Philippines for 
four weeks to finish up their semester of eye-opening expe-
riences.  An advance team is already there, setting up three 
cities for the cast to visit that include Puerto Princesa, 
Tacloban and a two-week stay in the bustling capital of Ma-
nila.  Philippines natives Kit Palabyab and Hygeia 
Chi,  members of the UWP promotion staff, are proud to 
bring Up with People to their home.  
  
The cast will be performing various community impact ac-
tivities, often within the poorest sections of these cit-
ies. They will be in awe of the lush tropical country with 
colorful landscapes, active volcanoes, beautiful beaches, 
world-class diving spots, coral waters and tropical rain for-
ests. Add to that mix the indigenous festivals that cover the 
calendar, and the welcoming Filipino people, the Philippines 
are waiting for Up with People!  

PREPARING FOR THE PHILIPPINES 

https://upwithpeople.org/online-donation-form/
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THANK YOU, JERRY AND MARTHA JARRETT! 
September 22 in Cleveland, Ohio was a 
very special event for long-time Up with 
People supporters, Jerry and Martha 
Jarrett.  The Jarretts have been involved 
with Up with People as members of the 
board, generous donors, and volunteers 
for over 40 years.   
  
To honor this outstanding commitment, 
they were made Up with People Honor-
ary Lifetime Board Members at the well-
attended reception.  Jerry and Martha's 
son, Chuck Jarrett, is the current chair-
man of the Board of Directors as well as an alumnus from 
Casts '74A and '80D.  Chuck and his wife Stephanie were the 
hosts of the event. 
  
The Country Club in Pepper Pike, Ohio was the site of the 

reception that included 60 of the Jarrett's 
friends, Up with People board, staff and 
alumni and Cast B.  One of the highlights of 
the evening was when the cast serenaded 
Martha Jarrett with her favorite UWP song, 
“Where the Roads Come Together."   
 
It was also announced that the newly estab-
lished Martha and Jerry Jarrett Scholarship 
Fund was collecting donations, and several 
guests contributed to the fund on the 
spot!  Later that evening, all the guests were 
invited to the Up with People performance 

at Orange High School in Pepper Pike. 
 
If you would like more information about giving to the Mar-
tha and Jerry Jarrett scholarship fund, please contact Britta-
ny Saia at 720.215.3219 or bsaia@upwithpeople.org. 

UWP CEO Alain Thiry presenting Martha and 
Jerry Jarrett with their Honorary Lifetime Board 
of Directors membership at a reception honor-
ing them on September 22nd. 

https://www.facebook.com/#!/upwithpeople
http://www.youtube.com/user/UWPonTour
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with Up with People gear!  
Give the perfect gift this holiday season 

CLICK HERE TO START YOUR SHOPPING TODAY!!!  

A LEGACY OF PEACE AND HOPE 

Making a gift through the Up with People planned giving program can 
make a lasting impact on future Up with People students and the organi-
zation. Whether you are considering an estate gift to the Up with People 
scholarship program or to the organization in general, your gift will enable 
Up with People to continue to spread the message of peace and hope 
throughout the world.  
 
Recently, Up with People partnered with 54 Freedom, an organization 
started by entertainer and honorary UWP alumnus, Tommy Sullivan. 
54Freedom.com is an online personal planning resource for gift annuities, 
retirement planning, disability and life insurance.  Through the 54Freedom 
Gift Annuity Program you may make a significant investment in Up with 
People’s future as well as other 54Freedom Affiliated Charities. Please 
visit their website at www.54Freedom.com and learn how you can make a 
planned gift to Up with People.   
 
If you are considering an estate gift to Up with People, please let us know.  
We’d be glad to assist you and answer any questions you may have.  Our 
development team is available to assist you in your gift planning.  We can 
be reached at (720) 215-3219 or bsaia@upwithpeople.org.   
 
Please take a few minutes to go online and learn more about 54 Free-
dom’s Gift Annuity Program.  Your estate gift will ensure the future of Up 
with People while enhancing your, and your family’s future financial well-
being.  
 
The material in this article is not offered as legal or tax advice. You are urged to seek the 

advice of your tax advisor, attorney, and/or financial planner to make certain the gift 

you are considering fits into your overall circumstances and planning. 

Visit our website  

for information on: 
How to Apply 

 
Program Fee 

 
College Credit 

 
Scholarships 

Visit us at: 

www.upwithpeople.org 

http://www.districtlines.com/Up-with-People
http://upwithpeople.org/student-info/how-do-i-apply/
http://upwithpeople.org/student-info/whats-my-investment/
http://upwithpeople.org/student-info/collegecredit/
http://upwithpeople.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/Scholarship-Offerings-2011.pdf
http://upwithpeople.org/our-global-education-program/
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Register before November 30th 
and receive a $100 discount!  

It is 4:34 p.m.  The sun 
is almost setting. The 
allocation packets are 
alphabetized.  The 
media reporters and 
photographers are on 
deadline. Dozens of 
show tickets have al-
ready been sold.  The 
host families are be-
ginning to arrive at the gymnasium.  The advance team is 
checking off items on their clipboards.  The anticipation is high 
and there is a buzz in the air with citizens wondering whom 
they are going to host and what lifetime memories will be 
made.  The squeal of bus brakes announces the arrival of the 
cast, just around the corner.  Up with People has FINALLY ar-
rived to YOUR hometown! 
  
This is just the beginning of Up with People's week-long visit to 
your city, and already you can feel the excitement and pride 
that come with knowing you had a part in bringing the cast of 
100 students and 15 staff to experience why you love to call 
this town home. 
  
  

It has been easy, really.  You know this community best, and 
have helped bring together partners in sponsorship, publicity, 
hosting opportunities and non-profit organizations.  It is a win-
win situation for everyone, and so many doors have been 
opened, as residents predict what kind of impact hosting an Up 
with People cast can have on their schools, & communi-
ty.  Goodwill, teamwork, involvement, volunteerism, partner-
ships, cooperation and maybe even raising some funds for a 
local cause are all positive results that will be realized with this 
stop on the world tour. 
  
Highlight your city by becoming a local champion and bringing 
an Up with People cast to your hometown.   It will do your 
heart good, and will showcase the best your community has to 
offer for these international visitors, as well as the residents 
who have pulled together to bring this fantastic energy 
home…..it might also explain why you chose this experience. 
  
You can be a local champion. Let us know that you would like 
Up with People to visit your hometown…. after all somebody 
else did it so you could travel. 
  
For more information, contact sponsorship@upwithpeople.org 
or call 1-303-460-7100.  Paul Whitaker will be happy to speak 
to you! 

SHOW UP...SHOW OFF...SHOWTIME 

Up with People seeks song submissions! Up with People seeks song submissions!   
 

Up with People, the non-profit global educational or-
ganization, is currently seeking song submissions for 
its 2012 touring production, growing online music 
library, and emerging social media campaigns.  
 
In existence since 1965, UWP is best known for the many original 
musical productions it has staged over 45 years. The UWP music 
library (available on iTunes or your favorite online music provider) 
includes over 300 original songs, in all popular musical styles. 
 
Currently, UWP is seeking songs from around the world that com-
municate world events, social issues, the hopes and desires of the 
next generation, as well as the timeless messages that UWP has 
stood for since 1965, including understanding among nations, the 
power of youth, and the power of music. 

 
Click Here to read the rules and regulations and find out 

more about submitting your song!  

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS DECEMBER 31, 2011 

http://www.campupwithpeople.org/
mailto:sponsorship@upwithpeople.org
http://upwithpeople.org/song-submission/


N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 1  

MAY/JUNE 2011  p a g e  |  7  

 

 

For more information,  

contact sponsorship@upwithpeople.org  

or call 1.303.460.7100 

To view our Sponsorship Brochure: 

CLICK HERE >>CLICK HERE >>  

BRING 

TO YOUR 

COMMUNITY! 
Find out how you can bring the  

international cast to your city for a week. 

 
 

Give your community an exciting taste of shows,  

service activities & hosting opportunities. 

 
 

Let them know a little of what you have given &  
received from the Up with People experience! 

Other young people may follow your lead &  

represent your city on the next international tour. 

GET IN TOUCH! 

mailto:sponsorship@upwithpeople.org
http://upwithpeople.org/sponsors/
http://www.upwithpeople.org/index.php?id=41&page=Sponsor_Up_with_People&div=sub3
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How did you hear about UWP? I was 
fortunate enough to grow up hearing 
about the Up with People experience. 
My parents both travelled and worked 
for the program and now my brother 
has joined the ranks as well. I don’t re-
member a time when I did not know 
about UWP. 
 
What inspired 

you to join UWP? 
The values that 
my parents in-
stilled in me when I was 
younger I believe are a di-
rect result of their work 
with UWP. I have always believed in the 
power of the 
human experi-
ence and con-
nection and the 
importance of 
promoting un-
derstanding, 
education, and 
good will in the 
world.  Once I 
had my degree 
in hand I knew I 
was ready to 
really make an 
impact. Up with 
People is something I have been work-
ing toward for many years.  
 
What are you looking for-

ward to most during your 

UWP experience? 

I am looking forward to be-
ing pushed out of my com-
fort zone, to being taught 
new things, and to make 
lifelong connections and 
friends.  
 

How do you anticipate being chal-

lenged? I believe the most challenging 
thing for me will be allowing myself to 
step back and take the time to evaluate 
my experience and to learn in a differ-
ent environment from that of the class-
room. 
 

What is one aspect of your UWP expe-

rience that has surprised or interested 

you? One aspect that has surprised me 
has been the overwhelming and wel-
coming reaction I have received when I 
tell people I am traveling with Up with 
People. 
 
How do you think you will use what 

you have learned in UWP in your  

future? I think the skills I have gained 
through working with such a diverse  
group of people are invaluable in every  
aspect of my future life.  
 
What have you most enjoyed about 

staying with host families? I have en-
joyed so much the strong connection 
with so many I have made. I feel like 

family even only 
after staying with 
them for a week. 
It’s incredible to 
have so many 
families around 
the world. 

“ 

 
 

 

I have always believed in the power of 
the human experience and connection 
and the importance of promoting under-
standing, education, and good will in the 
world.   

 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT: ANNIE CONZEMIUS 
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Up with People offers 

scholarship support to 

students like Annie every 

semester. During 2010, 

Up with People awarded over 

$300,000 for student scholarships.  

 

Up with People’s Scholarship 
program is made possible with the 

generous support of individuals 

and foundations. Every gift has an 

impact on the life of a student, 

from $10 to $1,000. We depend on 

your support to run our program. 

Please help impact more students 

with your gift! 

Name: Annie Conzemius 

Country: USA  

Cast: B 2011 

Age: 22 

To make a donation 
through our site: 

CLICK HERE 

Have  questions or need assistance?  

Please contact donate@upwithpeople.org or 

call 1.720.215.5523 

https://upwithpeople.org/online-donation-form/
mailto:donate@upwithpeople.org
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Up with People - World Headquarters 

6830 Broadway, Unit A 
Denver, CO 80221  

USA 
 
 

 
Telephone: +1 303 460 7100 

Fax: +1 303 225 4649 
Toll-Free: +1 877 264 8856 

Europe: +32 2 808 16 35 
Mexico: +52 (55) 4613 8356 

info@upwithpeople.org 
 

 
www.upwithpeople.org 

www.vivalagente.com.mx 
www.uwpontour.com 

www.facebook.com/travel.perform.impact 
www.youtube.com/uwpontour 
www.twitter.com/uwpontour 

 

 

*Click on the Golden Passport above to be linked to a  
printable PDF version 

UWP alumni can award unlimited  Golden Pass-
ports each year to students they actively recruit 
to travel with UWP.  However, each future stu-

dent can only  receive one Golden Passport 
scholarship toward his/her program fee.  All 

students can apply for additional scholarships 

through the General Scholarship Fund. 

Who do you know? 

Everybody knows someone 
who’s perfect for  
Up with People 

Contact Laura Motooka at  

lmotooka@upwithpeople.org  

or call 1.720.215.5523 

Have you 

moved? 

Let us know! 

http://www.upwithpeople.org/
http://upwithpeople.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/Golden-Passport-2010.pdf
mailto:lmotooka@upwithpeople.org
http://upwithpeople.org/our-global-education-program/

